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Duard Headley (DH): So my name is Duard Headley, and I am from Miami University 
of Ohio, and I am interviewing Augustin Gafishi with Christina Mukunde as a 
translator. Today is October 26, 2019, and we are conducting this interview at the 
Dayton, Ohio, public library main branch location. So I just want to kick it off by 
asking you what your full name is and how old you are? 
Augustin Gafishi (AG): My name is Augustin Gafishi I was born January 15, 1990, and I 
was born in the Congo. 
DH: Gotcha. And so how long did you live in the Congo? 
AG: Uhh, we lived in the Congo until 1996, so I lived there for six years. 
DH: Gotcha. And who did you live there with? 
AG: My parents and my siblings. 
DH: How many siblings did you have? 
AG: We are a family of eight; we are five boys and three sisters. 
DH: What kind of work were you and your family in? What kind of work did you guys 
do in the Congo? 
AG: We were farmers of cattle, and farming different plants. 
DH: Gotcha. And what was daily life like there? What kinds of foods did you cook and 
eat? How did you travel around? What kind of things did you do? 
AG: Actually, I didn’t cook, because as you can imagine I was six. We would eat 
potatoes, beans, ugali, corns -- it was different food. 
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DH: And do you have any memories of what you did in daily life, like the kinds of 
things you did during the day? 
AG: Uhh what I remember is that I used to see my dad make milk in the morning, see 
the cattle in the morning, and most of the time when you have cows, you separate 
the babies. So that is what I remember. 
DH: What made your family decide to leave the Congo when you guys did? 
AG: The reason was insecurity. 
DH: And how did you guys leave? Did you go by foot, did you go by boat, did you fly? 
How did you guys leave? 
AG: We leave, uh, before we left the Congo we were resettled kind of two times - for 
example we moved from Dayton to Kentucky - so we move first by feet out of the 
province (in Congo), and that was terrible. We did this for days, like 6 hours, I 
don’t remember much but it went all day. We took public transportation to 
Rwanda. 
DH: Did you go anywhere else before coming to the U.S., that you stayed for a long 
time? 
AG: Actually, we grew up in Rwanda, because we left the Congo in 1996 and then we 
stayed in Rwanda from 1996 until 2011; so I grew up in Rwanda. 
DH: Gotcha. And so can you tell me about your experiences in Rwanda then? Like 
what was your life like there? 
AG: The life was hard; it was horrible because it was living in a refugee camp. I grew 
up in a refugee camp, so since that time like 1996 I lived closer to the border and 
then I moved to another camp. So we grow up there, you can understand the life 
of a refugee. They give you some help through the big organizations. The UN gave 
a little help. I mean it was a tough life. They gave us 12 kilo of corn, [unclear], oil 
to cook, every month for one person. It was a tough life as you can imagine, and 2 
kilo for beans for whole [month], you know, it was not a lot.  
DH: So not a lot of food, you’re saying they didn’t give you too much? 
AG: No food. We lived in a small house, nobody had their own room, you shared a 
room with like six people. 
DH: In the camp, did you have access to like education or any other amenities, or was 
it pretty much nothing? 
AG: Um, yes, I got education in the camp -- we studied in camp I started in first grade 
until I graduated high school there. So you get an education but most of the time 
it was tough to get it. It was a struggle, actually. You needed tools and materials. 
You didn’t have enough books - even if the teacher had some, there was only a 
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little bit. That is why when I came here, I go to school again. The system was 
completely different. 
DH: Gotcha. And so now that you’re here in the United States, what are some things 
that you miss most about home? 
AG: Um, honestly, what I miss is the friends or the people. I don’t miss the life there 
because it was tough. I miss the peaceful people there - that is what I miss. 
DH: I think you might have already said this, but I just want to make sure, how long 
were you in the refugee camp? 
AG: I was in the refugee camp for [counting] it was 17 years almost. 
DH: What are your earliest memories of the refugee camp like, since you said you got 
there when you were very young? So what do you remember? 
AG: Oh, I remember it was a tough life. Food was terrible. Everything in the refugee 
camp. Nothing good I can say. Everything was bad because the camp was like 
18,000 people, a small place. It was 600 hectares, I don’t know how you call 
[unclear]. It was houses across each other, it is hard to explain, but it is tough. I 
wish for no one to be in a refugee camp. 
DH: And so talking about hard and tough life was like there, is there anything that 
gave you hope throughout the days? Is there anything that made you hopeful 
looking forward in the camp? 
AG: Oh yes, we had hope because it was a UN organization, and they gave us hope. 
They let people go to school, they gave us ideas and advice as a big organization. 
Back in 2011, they started helping people to go to different countries in Europe 
and to the United States. They gave us hope because this big organization helped 
us a lot. 
DH: So they gave you hope that you could progress. Did you think you would ever 
leave the refugee camp to another country? Was the goal always to move to 
another country, or was the goal to go back home? 
AG: Actually, back in 1996, we hoped peace would be coming and that we could go 
home. Every year we had hope that peace was coming. But nothing. It became 
worse in 2000. Then in 2006, people started losing hope in the refugee camp that 
they would ever go back home. Then the UN started coming and if you asked 
them to go to another country, you could go. We asked to go to a different country 
because we lost hope for going back after 17 years. The kids that were in the 
refugee camp became almost 18 [years old].  
DH: And so talking a little bit about the United States, so what did you know about the 
USA before coming here? 
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AG:  Actually for me, I didn’t know anything about the United States, but before we get 
here, they gave us like a little training for a week. They told us some rules and if 
you need help you can ask here, but I didn’t know anything for the United States. 
DH: So then when you coming over here, what did you expect life to be like living 
here? 
AG: Myself I thought it was going to be wonderful life because no war, no living in 
those refugee camps. Schools to go to school. I mean I was more hopeful. 
DH: And then when you first got to the U.S. what did you think of the country when 
you got here? 
AG: I mean it was most of the time you come here it is completely different, the 
system and everything. It is completely different, everything is like new, starting 
new. Language. When I came here I didn’t know any English, nothing, not even a 
little. It was tough when I came here. It was different culture.  
DH: So it was difficult to adjust to the new culture? 
AG: Yeah it is difficult when you start a new life. But we learn, in America they teach 
you and we go to school. We go to school with different people and they teach 
American culture and language. And then you start taking public transportation - 
that’s how you learn. It is easier to learn here.  
DH: What are some of the first things that you did when you got here? 
AG: The first thing I did here was go to Catholic Social Services - it was orientation for 
four months. So that was the first thing I was doing. We came here every two or 
three days a week and went to orientation. They taught us how to live life here. 
We took buses for public transportation, we went to our caseworkers. We take the 
bus together to downtown. It was wonderful. The hope started coming when you 
start life in America. 
DH: What are some of the challenges that you have faced since you arrived in the 
U.S.A. - what are some of the things that are hard? 
AG: The hardest thing was the special language. Because you know how to speak and 
say everything, but people don’t understand. That was my hardest thing, 
challenge that I have here. 
DH: Is that a problem that is still going on, that you are still trying to deal with? 
AG: I mean I don’t have any problem but I still have a goal to achieve. I’m lucky 
because most of the time you know things in this country. When you are born 
somewhere like in this country, you know a lot of stuff because you know the 
culture and everything. But, [for me] 90 percent everything is okay. 
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DH: And you talked about Catholic Social Services, where you able to access all of the 
different services such as school, education and help applying for ID? Was that 
stuff that you were able to do? 
AG: Yes. That is the people that help us.  
DH: Gotcha, and so have you been able to work here in the United States? Do you 
have a job? 
AG: Yes, I have a job. 
DH: What job do you have? 
AG: I work in a White Castle (fast-food burger restaurant). I work in the school 
system too. I have two jobs.  
DH: And what is your home like? Do you have a home here? 
AG: No, I don’t have a home, well it is one of my American goals to buy a home. 
DH: So where do you stay right now? 
AG: I stay in Dayton close to the other library, the one on Salem [street]. Close to the 
Good Samaritan Hospital. 
DH: Gotcha, and so you mentioned you had goals you want to accomplish here, uh 
buying a home is one of them. Do you have other goals you want to accomplish? 
AG: Oh yes, yes. To go to school and to educate my sons, too. I have kids. 
DH: Is there anything you want to go to school to do? 
AG: Uh, I’m not yet sure because I do not know which major I am going to take, but 
I’m still young and have hope to go back to school. 
DH: Gotcha and do you have any other family that is in the United States - as you just 
mentioned your son? 
AG: I came with my mom and my siblings, and when we came I was 21 actually. I 
married when I get here. 
DH: Gotcha. And has having your family here helped you adjust to life a little bit 
more? 
AG: Oh yes, because we work together and we help each other. So it was good to stay 
together. 
DH: Yeah that makes a lot of sense. And do you aim to stay in the United States long-
term or do you hope to return to your home country eventually? 
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AG: Actually, I don’t know, but I think I’m gonna stay here. But I don’t know, but I 
hope, 90 percent I will stay here. 
DH: And do you experience any kind of discrimination here in the U.S.A.? 
AG: What kind of discrimination like? [talks to translator]  
DH: Yeah, so any kind of discrimination whether it’s because… [translator interrupts 
Duard] 
AG: I mean sometimes it happens. Sometimes in the job, people, it can happen, they 
can harass you, but it is not a lot. As long as you report it, but it is only a few 
people. It happened to me once when people tried to harass me, but I reported it 
to my boss and he told them never do that. It was one person who did it. 
DH: Okay, gotcha, so it is not a big thing that you experienced too much of? 
AG: No. no. It was like one person you know. 
DH: Okay so you came here with Catholic Social Services, what role did religion play 
in helping your resettlement? 
AG:  [translator speaks to him] No, no, no, there was none because most were 
Catholic, so religion didn’t play a role. They took care of the refugees all the same. 
They take care of all refugees. 
DH: So how would you describe your religious or spiritual background? Do you have a 
religion? 
AG: Yes, I’m Catholic actually. 
DH: Okay so what role does religion play in your life? 
AG: Oh, yeah, it helps me. It helps me spiritually. I have a lot of friends in the church. 
So it has helped me a lot. So when we come here, those people come and talk to 
us settle into life. And so religion is a big thing. But it is not one religion, Catholic 
religion, but different religions. Yeah, ‘cus I am what they call Anglican. The 
Anglican church close to here, it helps a lot with being a refugee because it brings 
us together. During Thanksgiving, refugee and everybody sits together and eats.  
DH: So it provides that sense of community. Gotcha. 
AG: Yes, together in the community. 
DH: And then we mentioned the United Nations, kind of looking bigger, what is your 
view of the UN like? How have your interactions with the UN been? 
AG:  [translator speaks to Augustin] Oh, actually, the UN did a lot for me, because 
since we left the Congo, we said because it was a war and we were in the refugee 
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camps, the UN helped all people who were suffering. So in the refugee camps 
were under the UN’s hands. Of course, I am still thankful to them. The UN has 
different branches actually, and some school systems, and they helped us a lot. 
We didn’t have the money in Rwanda, so everything helped by the UN. When we 
left the Congo, everything stayed there. The UN helps a lot.  
DH: And have you ever interacted directly with UN personnel, or have you met 
workers? 
AG: Oh yes, because we call UNHCR they help refugees. We got interviewed for Food 
Stamps, of course, and you get different interviews to list your problems. It's a lot. 
The school, everything to help us. 
DH: Okay, so interacting with the people who worked in the refugee camps, what were 
your interactions with them like, were they generally positive? 
AG: Yes, it was good, a lot of people. 
DH: Okay, gotcha. Um and do you think that the international community, so 
countries like Europe and the UN, do you think that they are doing enough to 
address the issues in areas like Africa and the Congo? 
AG: Uh, they pretty good, but for me in the Congo, I don’t know the ways to explain 
because I’m not a politician, but for the refugees they help the ways they can. 
But,for the other stuff with the government… they help people who suffer a lot, 
but I don’t know how this works. 
DH: Gotcha so it’s complicated, I’m sure. 
AG: Yeah, it’s complicated. 
DH: Okay. And this is the last question: Is there any memories that you have now, or 
any memory that you have here in life, that remind you of life in the refugee 
camp? 
AG: You mean the memories? [translator speaks to him] Actually the good thing I 
remember in the camp was that people were helping us. There was a school. 
[Unclear] It was a lot of memory for this. But those surprise me. 
DH: And I just want to ask you if there is anything that I haven't asked you about that 
you think is important to talk about your experience as a refugee? 
AG: The importance of refugees? [translator speaks] Uh, I mean I can say nothing 
good for a refugee. The thing I can say is we don’t have the power to say that, but 
a refugee is the worst thing to happen because it is a tough life to live. I wish no 
one was a refugee. That's all I can say. 
DH: Well that's all the questions that I’ve got. Thank you so much for doing this -- we 
appreciate it. 
Augustin Gafishi interview, Oct. 26, 2019  8 
AG: You are welcome, I appreciate it, too.  
 
